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SUB J : MENNELL ON BASES AND BOATS AGAIN 

1 . DURING MY INITIAL CALL ON HIM DECEMBER 20, BRITISH 

HIGH COMMISSIONER PETER MENNELL WASTED NO TIME IN PLYING 
ME WITH HIS SINGULAR VIEWS ABOUT THE FACILITIES NEGOTIATIONS 
AND THE LINKAGE, IN HIS EYES, BETWEEN THOSE NEGOTIATIONS 
AND THE VOSPER BOATS FOR THE BAHAMIAN DEFENSE FORCE. 

2. ACCORDING TO MENNELL ABOUT DOLS 10 MILLION 'UP FRONT" 

IS NEEDED TO PAY FOR THE BOATS, WHICH ARE UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
AND DUE FOR DELIVERY IN JUNE, AND FOR THE PURCHASE AND 
RENOVATION OF CORAL HARBOUR. HE SPECULATED THAT THE 
BAHAMIANS WOULD BE JUSTIFIED IN ASKING FOR A LUMP SUM 
PAYMENT FOR RETROACTIVE USE OF THE FACILITIES AND 
REMARKED THAT THEY HAD BEEN LOOKING CAREFULLY AT OTHER 
U.S. BASE NEGOTIATIONS (E.G. SPAIN). I REAFFIRMED 
OUR POSITION THAT THERE WAS NO BASIS FOR RETROACTIVE 
PAYMENTS IN THIS CASE AND NOTED THAT IT IS HIGHLY 
UNUSUAL FOR CONGRESS TO APPROVE SUCH PAYMENTS IN ANY 
CASE. I ALSO REITERATED THAT THERE COULD BE NO DIRECT 
LINKAGE BETWEEN OUR RENTAL PAYMENTS AND THE FINANCING 
OF THE DEFENSE FORCE, ALTHOUGH THE BAHAMIANS COULD, OF 
COURSE, USE OUR PAYMENTS ANY WAY THEY SAW FIT. 
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EM AS TO TIMING, MENNELL FELT THAT THE BAHAMIANS, WHO, 

HE SAID, PROBABLY EXPECT A MORE FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE FROM 
THE NEW ADMINISTRATION, WOULD NOT GET BACK TO US 
UNTIL AFTER JANUARY 20 AND PROBABLY NOT UNTIL AFTER THE 
BAHAMIAN ELECTION. I EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THIS ASSESS- 
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MENT THAT THE PLP WOULD NOT WANT TO HAVE A SETTLEMENT IN 
HAND GOING INTO AN ELECTION, REMINDED HIM THAT, AT VERY 
LEAST, ANOTHER "EXTENSION'' IS DUE BY DECEMBER 31 AND 
REITERATED THAT WE ARE IN NO HURRY AND CONTENT TO HAVE 
USE OF THE FACILITIES FOR FREE. THE DELAY, MENNELLJN SAID 
WAS DUE TO THE BAHAMIANS’ INABILITY TO FOCUS ON MORE THAN 
ONE ISSUE AT A TIME, ADDERLEY’S PREOCCUPATION WITH LAW OF 
THE SEA AND HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO DELEGATE AUTHORITY. 

IT WAS "ILLOGICAL," HE CONCLUDED, FOR THE GCOB TO TALK 
ABOUT AN AGREEMENT REFERRING TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
BAHAMAS, WITHOUT FIRST DEFINING WHAT THE COMMONWEALTH IS 
GEOGRAPHICALLY. 

OLSON 
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